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Couple and love

I think that Western society is stuck in a kind of prolonged adolescence in 
so many senses, and I think that one of the main carrots that hangs in front 
of people everywhere is love in the sense of “falling and being in love”. This 
kind of altered, psychological, chemical brain state, which is a kind of drug. 
It’s an amazing thing, it’s really great, but the nuts and bolts of everyday  
living under one roof together for 15-20 years is much less glamorous, much 
more tiring, and I think it’s a struggle that is not so much explored in cinema 
because there’s a strong streak of escapism in commercial cinema.

 
Happiness

At the end of the day, happiness and living well don’t have a lot to do with 
circumstances, but rather with knowing how to be happy and how to interact 
with the people around you. I think we often get trapped in these emotional 
cycles... These are issues I try to explore in Early Winter.

 
The long take philosophy

It was the first time I worked with a non-Mexican crew and non-Mexican 
actors, and everybody was quite freaked out by the long take, the style of the 
film. We finished the first take, and I said: ‘Alright, we’ve got it. Let’s move 
on.’ And there was a silence for, like, four seconds. Everybody looked at each 
other and somebody said: ‘You’re not going to do coverage?’ I said no, and 
there was another silence. And then someone said: ‘Okaaaaay. Whoa.’

MICHAEL ROWE
ABOUT EARLY WINTER



Actors

I really like working with actors. I believe that you can tell the story through 
good acting. I kind of go in a little bit naked in that sense. I don’t generally 
use music. I don’t do internal cuts within a scene – that lets me focus on 
the actors, it lets them do their work and allows me do the kind of work I 
want to do. Of course, it’s risky; it comes with its share of challenges for 
editing. Sometimes you don’t get all the incredible things happening in 
the same take. But I think really good acting can get you a lot in terms of  
emotional results, and if something is well written and well-acted, you can get  
anything. It gives you enormous freedom to do things that way. As a  
scriptwriter and director, it’s so wonderful and enriching to build a  
narrative together with two people who have also been building and  
structuring characters for 20 years, and are experts at it. The whole idea 
of coming onto a set with a prescriptive script and telling the actor : ‘walk 
this way, turn around, scratch your head.’ I have no idea why anyone would 
want to do that.

 

Winter in Canada

What really interests me in the world is the complexities of human  
interaction and human relationships. When I started to think about writing 
a story with Canadian characters, I spoke with some good friends of mine 
in Canada about winter and the emotional effects of being closed up. I 
think the seasons have a very strong effect on a relationship, so I was  
interested in exploring a relationship breakdown or crisis, as it’s intensified 
by the isolation that winter brings on. And also, my own themes, which I 
always explore:  Immigration and the isolation of characters out of their 
context, trying to emotionally survive in environments that aren’t their own. 
So it was a combination of those two things.







Suzanne Clément garnered international attention in 2012 when she won 

the Un Certain Regard - Best Actress award at Cannes for her role in 

Xavier Dolan’s LAURENCE ANYWAYS. Clément played in two other fims 

by Xavier Dolan : I KILLED MY MOTHER and his latest, MOMMY. For her 

rich portrayal of the mysterious ‘Kyla’ in MOMMY, Clément has received 

numerous nominations and wins.  

Suzanne Clément just completed her second film with director, Philippe 

Falardeau; GUIBORD S’EN VA-T-EN GUERRE, and recently wrapped two 

films in Canada and France, simultaneously; EARLY WINTER (in 

English) by Michael Rowe; and TAULARDES, by Audrey Estrougo. 

Other credits include: Luc Picard’s L’AUDITION; Fernand Dansereau’s 

LA BRUNANTE; Philippe Falardeau’s IT’S NOT ME, I SWEAR!; Stefan 

Miljevic’s AMSTERDAM; and Jean-Jacques Zilbermann’s A LA VIE.  
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